
IlUMOIt OF THE WEEK.ELECTIONS IN ENGLAND fs all tho while endeavoring to sot forth
his declaration of principles and to
glvo his personal pledges as to tho
policy ho will adopt if elected, might as
well sing comlo songs as speak, for
should he do so, fow would bo tho wlsor.
But ho persoveros, recltos ns much of
his prepared speech as ho has not for-
gotten in tho uproar, and tills up tho

hear what Mr. Bmlth has to say. Lib-
erals aro there, of course, in great num-
bers, but among them is a liberal sr rink-lin- g

of Tory adherents, who havo como
to havo a llttlo fun and to make things
interesting for Mr. Smith and his sup-
porters. Long beforo meeting is called
to order a war of words has been begun
between tho men of tho two parties,

times sho would not deign to bestow a
glance. In a closo election tho can-
vassing is carried on with a vigor of
which tho people of this country know
nothing, for in a district whero tho an-
tecedents of every man for generations
are perfectly well known to all, the only
hope of success lies in inducing voters
of tho opposite political faith to change
their minds; and tho difficulty of doing
this can bo imagined only when tho
rugged self-relianc- e, not to say obsti-
nacy, of tho British voter is taken into
consideration. . Tho time was when
votes wero sold and bought almost
openly, but that time has gono by; if
thero is bribery now it is so carefully
hidden as to bo invistble ovon to the
shrewd guardians of public order.

But tho voters aro not tho only per-
sons subjected to moral pressure wWlo
tho canvass is in progress. In every
British community, as In every part of
tho United States, there are men and
women who imagine that tho world is
on their shoulders, and that, should
thoy removo their support, tho moral
universe would totter and fall. Theso
aro tho men and women who form so-

cieties for tho purpose of bringing about
what tho rest of the world calls impossi-
bilities. Sometimes they succeed, some-
times they fall; In the former case they
are placed on tho pedestal of famo as
benefactors, leaders of tho world's
thought, and persons to whom after
ages will point with pride; in the latter,
they aro denominated cranks, and aro
pronounced tit for the lunatic asylum.
Whether cranky or philanthropic, how-
ever, taey are equally troublesome to
an anxious candidate when they como
to demand what policy he Intends to
pursue in regard to tho idea they have
mado it their business to foster, and
the unfortunato man is often put to not
a llttlo uneasiness when a woman's-right- s

delegation or a temperance
committee calls upon him to express
himself explicitly in regard to these
questions. To oppose them is to lose
the support of all on their side; to favor
them is to suffer a certain loss, probably
much greater, among those who regard
their pet theories as folly; to be non-
committal is to run the possibility
of loss in loth directions. To steer
clear of theso difficulties Is no easy mat-
ter, particularly as the people who con-
stitute themselves a committee to elicit
tho candidate's views are not usually

limning Sleeper.
In the olden time church service!

wero so long prayers, hymns, and
sermons that it is no wonder that
many of tho hard-worke- d peoplo in
the. congregations could not keep
awake. Both in tho.old world and in
the new various devices were resorted
to for the purpose of banishing sleep
from tho church. Among theso was
not the modern ono of making the
services short and interesting. Our
Knglish fathers tried several methods
of breaking up the offensive practice!.
One method was that known as "bob-
bing," a term thus explained by a
writer In Notes and Queries:

"My mother can remember Hetty
Finch, a very masculine sort of
woman, being tho 'bobbor' at Holy
Trinity Church in the year 1810. Sho
walked very majestically along the
aisles during divine service, armed
with a great long stick like a fishing-rod- ,

which had a bob fastened to the
end of it; and when she caught any
sleeping or talking, they got a
nudge.' "

Doctor Thirl wall, Bishop of St.
David's, gives in one of his "Letters"
an amusing account of a Kerry custom
for awakening sleepers In church.

It is by ancient custom a part of
the sexton's duty to perambulate the
church (hiring service time with a
bell in his hand, to look carefully Into
every pew, and whenever he finds
any one dozing to ring the bell.

'He discharges thisduty, it is said,
with great vigilance, intrepidity and
impartiality, and consequently with
the happiest effect on the congrega-
tion; for as everybody is certain that
if he or she gives way to drowsiness
the fact will be forthwith made
known through the church by a peal
which will direct all eyes to the
sleeper, the fear of such a visitation
is almost always sufficient to keep
everyone on the alert.''

I!eiit mi raying His Faro.
He sat in a SixMi avenue elevated

railroad car, and twirled a nt

piece expectantly. At length he
turned to a New York Tribune re-

porter, who happened to be sitting
near him, and said: "What's the fare
on this road?" "Five cents." "Don't
they collect it?" "Certainly not.
You buy a ticket at the station where
you get on and put it in the box on
the platform." "That's strange,"
siid the man with the unused nickel.
"Somehow I've slipped in without
paying. You see," he added conf-
identially, "I'm from California, and
we don't ride around in this sort of
thing out there. Guess I can put in
a ticket when I get oil', can't 1?"
"Well," Faid the reporter, "the ele-

vated road crowds and hustles us so
that some New-Yorke- rs wouldn't
hesitate to 'beat' the road if it were
in such an unintentional manner as
you have done it." "I think I had
better pay," said the Cali lorn Ian
decidedly. And at Fourteenth
street he left the train and
said to the ticket chopper: "Some-
how or other 1 have ridden np bere
lrom Chambers street without
plying anything. "Saved a nicke'.
did yer?" "I want to pay now.'.'
"Hey?" "1 say I want to pay for my
ride." "Don't live in New York, do
you?" "No." "Didn't come from
!lersey or Brooklyn, did yor?" "Xo."
"Where did you come from?" "Cali-
fornia." ''Convention?" "Yes."
"Well, you go round to that window,"
gasped the chopper, "plank down live
cents for a ticket, and come back and
put it in this box. Then let me look
at yor.. I've chopped tickets goln' on
three years, but never seed a man
like you before."

Probably the oldest known speci-
mens of recorded language in the
world to-da- y arc the inscriptions on
the door-socket- s and brick .tamps
found at NilTcr by the Babylonian
exploration expedition of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, which has
recently returned. The brick stamps,
which are of yellow clay, about four
by live inches and an inch in thick-
ness, bear the nameand titles of King
Sargon and his son Narim-Sin- , who
lived about J1S00 15. C, and they were
taken from the mound which covers
the site of ancient Nippurii, with its
famous temple of Baal. The expedi-
tion also found many ot her objects of
interest, such as clay tablets contain-
ing contracts, lists of goods, temp.e
incomes, art .fragments, and images
sold by the temple fakirs. Thes.'

VOTE

A IUFWOKNT

and they quarrel In pairs over tho issues
of tho canvass, each making the matter
entirely personal to himself and op-

ponent. The entry of the Chairman
and local committee usjiering in John
Smith is the signal for prolonged up-

roar. Tho Chairman and local commit-
tee are jeered at by their acquaintances
of the opposite political faith in tho
crowd, tho candidate is cheered and
hooted, while comments i n his personal

re his

appearance are often too pointed to be
jgreenblo. J he Chairman finally sue-- !
eeeds m bringing the meeting to some
show of order and introduces John Smith,
who, with desperation in his heart, be-
gins the task of running tho gauntlet of
a lire of questions and interruptions
from the mob. Unless the meeting has

MISERIES OF THE PARLIAMEN- -
TARY CANDIDATE.

Humors of u UrltUU 1'olltUut Meeting
VUltlnic tlio Camlldato Kvudlnff

Troublesome 1 nqulrlei-W- ho May Vofo

fur a Candidate tor the Common.

A Parliamentary Klertloti.
Tho imperviouanesa of tho average

British skull to a joke prevents a gen-

eral and thorough appreciation of tho
humors of a British election. Tho Eng-
lish havo a faculty of taking everything
with tho utmost seriousness, ami ns an
election is, to them, tho most important
affair in whu h tho British can engage,

very step In Its progress, from the
of the old Parliament to the as-

sembling of the new, is taken with
overpowering solemnity that is often
very funny. According to tho (J lobe-Democr-

every one who has anything
to do with the affair, no matter how
email and insignificant his thare may
be, is profoundly impressed with a
penso of his own importance and of the
fact that he is making history, and so
goes about the job with an earnestness
that does him much credit, but often
fails to impress the bystanders in the
manner intended. From tho candidate
himself to the Chairman of u popular
meeting, and from tho latter pompous
functionary to the humble sharer in
political work who walks up ami down
the streets bearing two boards on which
is inscribed advice to voters as to tho
proper person to receive their encourage-
ment and votes, every one feels, or
acorns to feels, that he is a part of ono
stupendous whole, and conducts himself
accordingly.

The infrequency of parliamentary
lections In Groat Britain, as compared

with those for Congress in this country,
has a tendency to increase their impor-
tance in the eyes of tho people, and tho
local interest is not in the least dimin- -
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THY 1 NO TO MARK

ilied by the fact that, as a general
tiling, up to a short time before the elec-
tion few of the electors in many of the
boroughs know for whom they will le
called on to cast their votes, tor the
leaders of the two parties choose the
candidates and assign them to districts,
to that a Scotchman may be t ailed on
to contest a borough In the south of En-
gland, while an Englishman goes to
Scotland to solicit tho favor of tho peo-
ple there. The fact that they frequently
have never seen their candidate until
he appears before them on the hustings
does not disturb the determination of
the men of his parly to vote for him,
and when he "comes down" from Lon-
don for In England London is "up,"
and everywhere else is "down" to ad-

dress them, they turn out with an en-

thusiasm born of a zeal for the party
to give him a welcome.

Suppose, then, that the Liberals pro-
pose to contest a seat in Kent and the
Liberal management sends down John
Smith to make the canvass. John goes
down. visits Oranhrook.Biddchden.Hars-monden- ,

Goiidhurst and other v.llages
in his district, shakes hands with the
men, asks about the health of their
"missuses" and the children, and goes
through other processes of an electoral
canvass as familiar to Aoteis in this
country as in England. But John's
canvass is not to be completed without
making a public appearance of some
kind, for much as tho English neonle
ridicule the American love of speech- -
making, thjt desire to address au ilcnces
is at leat as trong in every part of
England as m any part or America.
Leng before tho coining of the would-b- e

M. P. a meeting has been at ranged, and
at this gathering Mr. Smith is expected
to outline the policy of his party, to
idiow how it alone is the salvation of the
country, to explain what it has done in
the past and what it proposes to do in
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tho future, and to prove, to the satis-
faction of all tho Liberals in hearing,
that tho Tories aro dragging the nation
to swift and certain destruction.

For a day or two beforo small boys
havo distributed handbills through the
town and vicinity inviting tho voters to
turn out in foreo to tho meeting In, for
instance, the vestry hall of Cranbrok.
Tho hall, which is a place of public as
sembly, will seat .100 or ion people, and
on tho evening of the meeting is packed
to suffocation with voter anxfou to

STORIES TOLD BY FUNNY MEN
OP THE PRESS.

Many Odd Cut-loan-
, and Lughahl

Phase of Human Nature Oraphlcally
Portrayed by Kmlnent Word Artlsta of
Our Owu Day

KrlMMorrd HiiiIIp.
Hk "No one can understand 'what

the wild waves arc saying.'" She
Of course not. The ocean is so very

deep." New York Herald.
FutsT Mamma "I see you have got

your boys some pretty suits." Second
Mamma "Yes, that's the only way I
can keep them in check." Texas
Si f tings.

A Wkst Philadelphia maiden is
mourning the loss of her line poll par-
rot. She attempted to force it to sing

Philadelphia
Record.

Tiik pen is mightier than tho
sword; and does a good deal more cut-
ting, too.

Tninu: is a family of the name of
Pancake in Dade County, Mo. What's
the batter with that name, anyhow?

Kansas City Journal.
A Kansas newspaper man wrote a

communication to a rival editor call-
ing him an ass, and then signed it,
"Yours fraternally." Texas Slftlngs.

"Thhv say MclJirinis made a very
effective speech at tho political meet-
ing last night." "Kirective? You bet!
'Barkcep,' he said, 'charge tho whole
bill to me,' "Chicago Tribune.

Mus. Gapdkk Have you seen Mrs.
Hemphill since her husband eloped
with the cook? Mrs. Do Gush Yes.
She doesn't care: she was going to
give the cook noticcanyway. Brook-
lyn Life.

Dkmuatr to a Fault. Mrs. Slim-so- n

My Clara is an awfully delicate .

girl; she can't stand anything. Mrs.
Von Blumer Neither can my Maude.
She put on a sailor hat the other day,
and it made her seasick. Cloak Re-

view.
"How do you like your new flarmel

shirts, Wiggins?" "Oh, they're greatl
Had 'em washed a couple of times,
and now I'm keeping Miem to wear
for wristbands in the whiter." Chi-
cago News.

'Kastlts kissed me on lofc lips
larst night," said Dinah. "(JwulTum
hyah! Not bofe at one?, chile?"
Judge.

"Papa, I guess there isn't any
plumbers in heaven," said a
youngster one rainy day. "Why not,
my son?" "Because the .ky seems to
leak .so easy." Texas Sittings.

Stuan(ii:u "What do you have the
wires on that barbed-wir- e fence so
close together for?". Missouri Farmer

"So that when the river rises we
can use it for a llsh-net.- " Judge.

Lost, "I know an artist who
painted a runaway horse. It was so
natural that the beholders jumped
out of the way." Downing "Humph!
My friend McGilp painted a portrait
of a lady that was so natural that he
had to sue her for his bill." Life's
Calendar.

Mi:s. B. Have you any near rela-
tives, Norah? Norah Only an aunt,
mum; an' she isn't what you might
call near, for it's in New Orleans she
lives, mum. Brooklyn Life.

Tun "Wkstern Bad Max. Arizona
Abe Didn't yeh shoot him when he
insulted yeh? Howling Hank Naw.
Thar wus nuthin' around that I
could shoot from behind. New York
Herald.

"Don't yez bo tolrd av that police-
man yet?" said 'the up-stai- rs girl to
the cook. "Yis. But Oi can!t have
any other company." "Why?" "Be-

cause Michael says that if Oi do he'll
arrest 'im fur con ti nipt of coort."
Washington Star.

Boons Funny how the papers are
all the time talking about the plant
of an iron mill; next thing they'll be
telling us that this strange plant
produces flowers. Joggs They do
already; you may read every day
about tho output of steel blooms.

It is altogether useless to try to
talk politics to the man who was
married only a week ago. Somer-vill- e

Journal.
Jack Tau Wc ain't so very fur

from land, Jim. There has been a
yacht along here lately. Jim How
do you know? Jack Tar Sec all
them champagne corks. Grip.

Wait mi (seeing dissatisfaction on
guest's face) Wasn't that fowl
cooked to suit you, sir? Guest
Yes, all but the bill; just take that
back and tell them to boil it down a
little. Harper's Weekly.

How it does recall old times to seo
your boy come home with another
Iny's shirt on and his back sun-
burned from his hair to his heels! It
makes a fellow want to be a boy and
go swimming again himself. Brad-foi- d

Lra.
A young man, his eye blackened,

his coll.ir and necktie disorder, his
coat torn, his hair tossing wildly and
wearing no hat, was rushing along
one of the streets of the Back Bay
when lie encountered Ills best girl.
"Oh, Henry!" sho exclaimed, in an
a?ony of distress, "I know It all!
You have seen father." Boston
Post.

"George Washington must havo
been a mere boy when he was inau-
gurated President," said Mrs. Wil-ki- n.

"I saw an engraving of tho
scene the other day, and Washing-
ton was in short trousers." Harper's
Bazar.

Mits. Van Cnuonit "It strikes
me, my dear, that flirting has becorao
almost a science. It reminds me of
chess." Edith Theodora "Yes,
mamma, that's so. You can't get
along without the men, you know,"

Boston Budget.
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time with such remarks as occur to him
on tho spur of the moment or are sug-
gested by the more or less impertinent
questions of the mob.

Tired out by his efforts ho finally takes
his seat, and is vigorously applauded by
his femalo relatives on tho platform,
who have listened to his address with
looks of admiration at the profundity of
his wisdom, and with reproachful and
contemptuous glances at the crowd
which did not appreciate such talent.

The close of John's speech Is tho sig-
nal for an outbreak compared to which
tho uproar that prevailed all along was
a tritle. Some of tho audience desiro
to hear other speakers of the same
party as the candidate, others wish to
have a taste of something different, und
tho leader of the opposition, who was
invited on the platform in order to keep
him quiet, usually seizes tho oppor-
tunity of the lull to spring to his feet
and begin an answer to the statements
and arguments that havo been ad-

vanced by tho candidate. He is often
successful, for the spirit of fair play is
strong among the English people, but
not infrequently, when the local com-
mittee deems the situation inopportune,
he is, on ono excuse or other, suppressed
whereupon he retires in high dudgeon
from tho platform and gives utterance
to Ids dissatisfaction from a chair In tho
back part of the room.

A lew days later the Tories havo
their meeting in tho same loom, and
are addressed by their candidate, tho
Siimo scenes being enacted, this time,
however, the Li bet ru Is appearing as tho
disturbing element, and, in all prob-
ability a member of the Liberal local
committeo appearing in the role of chief
grumbler, and being invited to a seat
on the platform to secure a temporary
respite wliilo the Tory candidate airs
his views.

Disorderly as they often are, how-
ever, the political meetings of the pres-
ent day are a marked Improvement
over those described by Dickens half a
cen'tury ago, when tho nominating
meetings went oiten riotous. No one
who has read the great novelist's pict-
ure of the election in which Mr. Pick-
wick and his friends boro an humble
part can ever forget the description;
and yet, from the evidence given bv
less imaginative writers, there is rea-
son to believe tho sketch is little, if at
all, overdrawn.

The methods of canvassing after the
nominations have been made have, how-
ever, undergone little change. Tho

number of voters, though largely In-

creased during the last fifty years, is
still restricted as compiled with the
system of universal suffrage of tho
I nlted States, and 1he efforts to obtain
votes are proportionately more ener-
getic. J he hand-shakin- g goes on with

A BAD SELECTION FOIl SANDWICH MAN.

vigor from the nomination until polling
is ended, and many a fine lady, eager
for the success of her favorite candi-
date, condescends to solicit in person
tho favor of men on whom at other

TIIK CANDIDATE'S FAMILY.

TUE C'HAIKM AN.

disposed to tolerate evasion, but de-

mand an unequivocal statement; and
the example of the candidate in the last
Parliamentary election, who, whenever
informed that a delegation was on its
way to his house, hid in the garret, leav-
ing word that ho gone to London,
would be followed by more than ono
unhappy contestant, did he not fear tho
consequences of such evasion even more
than the results of an interview.

But from one kind of pressure, that
for appointim nt to office, the candidate
for Parliament is almost entirely free.
There are, to bo sure, in Great Britain
as in the United States, numerous pa-

triots who aro willing to serve' their
country at a fixed and liberal salary,
but tho incoming of a new administra-
tion with a now i olicy does not mean
there, as here, a general exodus of
Government ofilcia's. Civil service has,
In (Jrcat Britain, passed beyond tho ex-

perimental stage, and is as firmly
grounded as any other piinciple of ad-

ministrative government. With the do-fe- at

of the admlnlstrat'on, tho ministry
and a few heads of departments go out,
but the great body of English public
servants, after being appointed, are se-eu- rb

in their placos no ma'.ter how great
the political unh avals that from time
to time take place in the nation. Prime
ministers may come and go, but the
clerk in a government department, the
country postmaster, stays on, unaffected
by the change in domestic or foreign
policy that may be involved In the
election.

Mention has already been made of
the coiipuratively restricted number of
English voters by whom the candidate
for Parliament is confirmed in his elec-
tion. Small as are these numbers com-
pared with our unlimited suffrage, they
are large when compared with tho
classes of voters who exercised the
franchise before the reform bill of INCH,

which was passed by the Conseivatlve
Government of Disraeli. Under this
document voters in counties comprised
10 shilling freeholders, or thoo own-
ing J roperty in fee of that annual value,
those possessing a life estate of the
annual value of 40 shillings, which, if
not occupied, must hao been possessed
before 1n:'2, those possess'ng a life es-

tate of the annual value of lessees
for not less than sixty years of tho
annual value of i, or for twenty years
of the annual value of 1.50, and occu-
piers of lands rated at 12 a year. In
l)oroughs the voters comprise the rated
occupiers of dwellings who have paid
their poor rates, occupiers of premises,
not dwelling houses, of tho annual value
of C10, and lodgers occupying premises
of the annual value of Clo. The bars of
suffrage were thus let down to a very
low notch, but In spite of this fa"t great
numbeis of the (Queen's subjects are
still disfranchise'!, and have neither
part nor lot in tho elo Hon of their

In Parliament.

Tiik new Kansas State-hous- e, on
which over $2,000,000 lias been ex-

pended, and which is not yet com-
pleted, is said to be in danger of
falling down, owing to poor material
used. The large stones at the base
of the dome are splitting and crum-
bling, and the entire structure is en-

dangered. The Legislature, through
State pride, required Kansas stone
to be used, and the result is a de-

fective building. State pride should
be tempered with common sense.

The American gooseberries rcquiro
prunnlg every year.

throw much light on the history of
the people as opposed to that of the
kings, and the work of the expedition
carries Babylonian records bick one
thousand years, to a time of wlfeh
practically nothing has hitherto been
known. The arititjuities found aro
now in the university museum.

A IVeullrtr Custom.
"There is one very peculiar thing

about the laws of the isle of Man,"
says a writer in the Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

"It is the only country in
the world, m far as I know, except
Iceland, which clings to the ancient
customs of hundreds of years ago, of
promulgating them from the top of
the Thingwald bill, a mountain in
the very center of the island. They
must be read to the whole people
from the Thingwald mountain, on
the ."th day of July, before they are
binding. Of course, there are some
spicial occasions, but the oth day of
July is the lawful day, and on tills
occasion, each year, 15,000 or 20,000
people assemble to hear the news
read. This is something that is not
generally known, I think, and is pe-

culiar to the Isle of Man. The laws
must be read in both the Manx and
the Knglish languages."

It is pretty certain that Corot, tho
French, artist, did not paint more
than 700 sketches, and yet there havo
been 12,000 examples of ills work
palmed upon a picture-buyin- g public,
which bas only Just begun to learn
that auction-catalogue- d pictures aro
not always what they pretend to be.

been jacked thrrc are always sturdy
opponents present to ask iu pportune
questions, and these self-appoint-

cross-examiner- s do their worK well,
frequently driving a candidate almost
wild with their troublesome queries.
Nor are they to be put flown or over-
awed. They have generally prepared
themselves beforehand with a list of
questions, and reVr to their memoranda
Irom time to time to as to omit none of
the list. The most troublesome of their
number are men who have a pet idea
which do;s not Tall in with tho policy of
the candidate. If the idea is popular,
they always have the sympathy of a por-
tion at least of the audit nee, and fre-
quently carry on a sort of opposition
meeting in tho tamo room ami at the
same time as that of their opponents.

After the row between the two fac-
tions has progressed to a point here
altercation is evidently about. to be .suc-

ceeded by fisticuffs, a compromise! Is
generally effectid. tho most pertinacious
and troublesome of tho opponents Is in-

vited to a seat on the platform, to be-

come a part of the meeting, and is th n
expected to hold his peace until given a
chanco to speak his mind. The com-
promise is generally respected so far as
lie is concerned, but his followers do
not In any wise.consider themselves re-

strained by tho courtesy shown their
leader, but lesort to every pos.siblo
means to interrupt and embarrass tho
speakers. They shout, they groan,
they yell, they whistle, they call out,
" 'Ear! 'ear!" in the most ironically
annoying way. They bring to their as-

sistance various instruments of music,
tuneful and otherwise, on which they
executo fantasias of the most ear-splitti-

description; they crow like
cocks, they bellow like cows, they bray
liko donkeys. Poor John Smith, who


